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On January 29, 1935, Esplé presented the lecture ‘Einfluss der Folklore auf die spanische Musik’
(Influence of folklore in Spanish music) in Berlin. The following is taken from Berichte der
Wissenschaftlichen Anstalten, Humboldt Universitdt, p286:
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Maurice Raskin and Marthe Herzberg (piano) performed Espld on radio November 16, 1939:
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Belgian newspaper Midi-Journal, March 30, 1937, p3. Espla at the extreme right:

Le jury du Concours Ysaye
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The photographer Alban and writer Marthe Herzberg wrote a commemorative book of which a copy
was presented to Queen Elizabeth of Belgium. Her copy bears a dedication by the photographer:
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In a letter to André Souris (November 21, 1940), Espld mentions the Polish pianist Ignace Blochman,
who interpreted his work on radio. This a contemporary picture:




Letter from UMFE to the Mechelen conservatoire about the rental of the Cancioneras Playeras, 1938
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lMonsieur le Directeur du
CONSERVATOIRE de MAL INES
Wollemarkt 16

Monsieur le Directeur,

A réception de votre honorée 3 Ct
nous vous faisons envol par courrier recommandé du métériel
des CANSBIONES PLAYERAS de Oscar ESPLA,.

Nous vous remettons inclus la liste
des instruments com'osant ce matériel.

Il ne comprend pas autant d'instru-
ments que vous en désiriez et le temps nous manque pour
vous en faire éxécuter des copies, nous espérons que vous
pourrez wus arranger.

Etant donné que le matériel n'est pas
aussi complet que vous le désiriez et pour vous donner un
dédommagement, nous vous ferons un rabais de 50 Frs sur le
prix de location et nous vous remettons inclus une facture
de 150 Frs.

Veuillez agréer, lonsieur le Directeur
l'expression de nos sentiments les plus distingués.

Pr U,I.F.E.
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Vous voudrez bien nous retourner le matériél aussitot aprés
votre éxécution du 26 Janvier.



This article comes from La Meuse, July 1939 and mentions Espld as member of the jury in the
Concours international de composition Guillaume Lekeu which took place in Liege:




Following are more articles from early July, 1939:




L. Simar, winner of the Guillaume Lekeu competition:




While Espla lived in Belgium, his Don Quijote velando las armas was performed conducted by Juan

José Castro in the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires. This is from the program booklet (November 18,
1939):
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A Spanish representative in Belgium before and during the Second World War was Graciano Cantelli
Rodriguez (second from right, born 1885). Though of nationalist conviction, Cantelli was a friend of
the Espld’s. This is a photograph which appeared in the ‘stolen’ Le Soir in August 1940. The journalist
on the right is Paul Ruscart wrote three installment of Une journée avec les Phalangistes espagnols.
Cantelli makes news several times during the war and ‘le Chef de la Phalange’ is occasionally depicted
in newspapers controlled by the Propaganda Abteilung.
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The Belgian newspaper under control of the Propaganda Abteilung, Le Pays Réel had a music
journalist who would always mention an Espla performance on the radio. This is from November 20,
1942.J.P. is Jean Polinet.




Just after the liberation, Espld informs the press that he was interrogated. From La Derniere Heure,
September 17, 1944:




Le Monde (France), about the October 11, 1945 performance of the Sonate del Sur:
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La Derniere Heure, November 25, 1947:
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Le Nid d’Aiglon. The school where the Espld children went when the family lived in Kalmthout Heide.
The building is no longer there.
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Not mentioning his many years in Belgium, Le Soir in 1976 announces the death of Espld

Mort du compositeur
Oscar Espla

Le compositeur et musimlo:gue
espagnol Oscar Espla est mort
mardi 4 Madrid a I'gge de 88 ans.

Né en 1890 a Alicante, il était
I'un des musiciens les plus re-
marquables de sa génération. L'une
de ses ceuvres les plus eélébres est
« La Veillée d'armes de Don Qui-
chotte », Oscar Espla, qui était
_membre de 1'Académie espagnole
des Beaux-Arts, avait donné son
nom 4 un prix international ‘de
musigue,



