
The death of Leonardo Segovia 

 

The second son of Segovia, Leonardo Segovia Portillo, born in 1924, died at the age of 13. He was 

electrocuted when hitting a railroad power line near Versoix, Geneva on October 21
st

, 1937. Segovia’s 

wife was with him in London and she returned immediately to Switzerland upon receiving the bad news. 

Segovia cancelled all his Swiss performances for the season except the one at the Geneva Grand-Théâtre 

on January 6
th

 1938 in support of the Spanish nationalist Red Cross, which also once and for all proves 

his sympathies for Franco’s side in the Civil War. The amount raised was 1973.15 Swiss francs which was 

transferred to the representative of the Spanish nationalist representative in Berne. 

The British magazine BMG published an article in its December 1937 issue (page 81-82) about this 

accident started thus: 

 

A large audience was present at the Segovia recital given at the Wigmore Hall on October 22
nd

 

and, although the eminent Spanish guitarist had, that day, heard of the death of his son, his 

playing was everything that one expects from him.  

 

Here are the clippings from the Swiss press about the accident. 

 

 

  



 

Saturday October 23, 1937, Journal de Genève p5-6 

 



 

 

 



Saturday January 8, 1938, Journal de Genève p4 

 

 

     


